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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

All meetings are held at our rooms, 56 Chapel St., Cowes 
 
 
Saturday  1 September   BRICK WALL DISCUSSION  1.30pm – 4pm   
 

Saturday  15 September   Annual General Meeting 
 

12.30 pm   BARBEQUE LUNCH.  Salads, bread, tea &  coffee provided.   BYO meat 
and alcohol/soft drink.  

 

2 pm    ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

It’s that time of year again, when we ask all members to have a say in deciding 
who will run the family history group for the next year. If you want to influence 
the direction that our group takes into the future, come along and vote for the 
people who you think will do the best job – or stand for election yourself. 
Several of the current committee members have indicated that they will not be 
standing for re-election, so new faces are needed. 

 
As with all our functions where catering is involved, we need some idea of the 
number of people  attending the BBQ lunch prior to the AGM.   
Please RSVP to <piadgs@gmail.com> subject: ‘BBQ’, by Thursday 13 
September to assist with catering. 
 

Saturday 6 October FAMILY TREE MAKER USER GROUP     
This will be a Q & A session.    
 

Saturday 20
 
October EUROPEAN RESEARCH - some new resources 

         David Rathgen  will  highlight  new  avenues  for research from Address Books,         
         Church Records and European newspapers 

 

__________________________________________________ 
 
Epitaphs 
 

     Owen Moore:       Infant, 8 months old:  
        Owen Moore is gone away,         Since I have been so quickly done for, 
        Owin' more than he could pay.       I wonder what I was begun for. 
 

                              http://shadowsoftime.co.nz 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LAUNCH OF THE SEARCHABLE DATABASE TO THE SHIRE OF PHILLIP ISLAND AND 
WOOLAMAI RATE BOOKS 1872 - 1900 
 

What a great day!  Monday 13 August saw the launch of our searchable database to the 
1872-1900 Shire of Phillip Island and Woolamai rate books.  Over 30 people attended, 
including representatives of other groups in the area covered by the rate books - the ridings 
of Phillip Island, Corinella and Woolamai. 
 
The launch was the culmination of several years work which started with the digitization of 
the rate books from 1872 to 1928.  Simon Eddy created a database program specifically for 
the rate books and this was followed by over 350 hours of data entry by Suzanne Hayes and 
hours of proof reading by members of our society. 
 

Councillor Pamela Rothfield, Mayor of the Bass Coast Shire,  pressed the “Search” button on 
the program front page to perform the first official search.   
 

Old maps of the various areas were displayed around the room, and proved a great aid to 
finding the lots listed in the rate books. The data base has been described as ‘very user 
friendly’ by all those who have  used it. 
  
 

                    
 
 
While the database covers the years 1872 to 1900, PDF versions of the years 1901 to 1928 
are available for searching on our computers.  Printed copies of the 1872 - 1908 rate books 
are also available in our rooms. 
 
 

 
 

Simon Eddy (developer of the data base),  Bob Hayes (President, PIADGS), 
Cr. Pamela Rothfield, Suzanne Hayes and Duncan McPherson (MC at the launch) 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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More photos from the launch 
 
 

                    
 
 

          
 
 

    
 
 
 

                         

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MORE  FREE  INTERNET  SITES 
 
       Scottish indexes  http://www.scottishindexes.co.uk 
 
       Ministers of the Free Church of Scotland 1843-1900  www.ecclegen.com 
 
       Ireland - Historic graves  http://historicgraves.com/ 
 
       Essex parish register collection http://seax.essexcc.gov.uk/EssexAncestors.aspx. 
 
       Radix - Genealogy research in Hungary  http://www.bogardi.com/gen/ 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 

150  YEARS 
 

 

 
                                                             The Age.  Thursday 15 October 1868 

 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                         Gippsland Times.  Tuesday 20 October 1868 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                   The Age.  Wednesday 28 October 1868 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
                             Geelong Advertiser.  Friday 16 October 1868 

__________________________________________________ 
 

I chase dead people – like chasing parked cars, it sounds easy since they haven’t moved in 
centuries – but the trick is finding which lot they are parked in. 
 

We shall gather at the river (or the genealogy library if it rains). 
 

                                                                                       http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sooty/ 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Family History month at the National Library in August 
 

The National Library has weekly blogs on resources that are not found on Google, Ancestry 
etc. 
https://www.nla.gov.au/blogs/behind-the-scenes/2018/08/01/family-history-month-week-1 
 
 
Facebook for Genealogy 
 

Not a fan of social media? You are missing many wonderful free resources for your family 
history research. You can create a Facebook profile using a pen name, no identity photo and 
use settings that protect your privacy. You do not need to accept any friend requests or post 
comments unless you wish to. 
Examples of useful pages are Ancestry, Ancestry DNA for Dummies, Family Tree Maker 
Users, Australian Genealogy, Pioneers Victoria, Australia Pioneer Families, Old Australian 
photos, Strictly Scottish Genealogy, Ireland Family History, Gippsland Genealogy, The 
Resourceful Genealogist, Old Dandenong, Geelong Historical Society, Tasmanians finding 
their past. 
Facebook has a search facility where you can search for a place name eg Dandenong or 
Ballarat, family surname, or a particular Historical or Genealogical Society for an area where 
family lived eg. Ballarat and District Historical Society Inc. You may find photos of houses, 
workplaces or relatives in old school or community photos! 
An extensive list of genealogical and historical pages on Facebook can be found at 
 

https://moonswings.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/genealogy-on-facebook-list-summer-
2018.pdf 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 

 

ARE YOU ADDICTED TO GENEALOGY? 
 

Sure Signs of Addiction 
 

You might be addicted to genealogy if: 
 

-  You can’t drive past a graveyard without wondering if you have any ancestors   
buried there. 

 

-  You introduce your granddaughter as your descendant. 
 

-  You can recite your  lineage back 19 generations, but can’t remember your nephews 
name.  

 

-  You have more photographs of dead people than living ones 
 

-  You watch the movie/TV credits roll by to see if any of the surnames are ones you 
are researching. 

 
 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PHILLIP ISLAND IN THE NEWS  

 

 

        

         
 

                             The Argus.  Wednesday 14 September 1938 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 

                                      The Argus.  Thursday 27 August 1925 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                       The Powlett Express.  8 September 1916 
             

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

IGA COWES 
Anyone shopping at the IGA Grocery store in Cowes, please give our Shopper Number 595 and all 

credits will go to the Phillip Island and District Genealogical Society Inc.  It would be most appreciated 
by the Committee if you could spare a few points.  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 


